MALAPROPISMS
A malapropism is an example of someone using the wrong word (usually by accident or through ignorance) in their own language. An example would be saying “I strongly resemble that remark” instead of “I strongly resent that remark”.

The following are all real malapropisms from English native speakers. Can you identify the malapropism in each sentence and correct it? Note – one or two are not that easy!

1. 
He belonged, on his own admittance, to the criminal class.
2. 
The Duchess stepped forward and prostituted herself before the Emperor.

3.
All too often Christians have flaunted the teachings of Jesus.

4. 
Male and female prison intimates must be kept apart.

5.
Her lustful desires were a fragment of his overheated imagination.

6.
His heavy drinking mitigated against his chances of promotion.

7.
I was struck by her bony hands and emancipated figure.

8.
The government has insinuated a reform of the social services.

9.
He perpetuated one of the greatest hoaxes of all time.

10.
The soldiers ran amok and ravished the countryside.

11.
The government was forced to repel accusations of dishonest behaviour.
12.
You will put on weight again if you reverse to your old heating habits.

(based on examples in A User’s Guide to Grammar and Style, Beresford M, Duckworth)

Can you think of any examples of malapropisms in your mother tongue?
